Celebrating 38 Years
THE PEACE TREE

A Symbol of Peace, Hope, Unity, Joy and Love

Presented by

Penn State Health Milton S. Hershey Medical Center
and the Association of Faculty & Friends (AFF)

Penn State Health Golisano Children’'s Hospital
Tree House Café
November 19, 2025 - 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm




“Peace is not something you wish for;
it’s something you make, something you do,
something you are and something you give away.”
John Lennon

Preludes in Main Lobby
4:30 pm-6:00 pm

Michael Marini

Center Stage Musician Michael Marini, the pianist for Spirit of
Seven, plays from the heart and it's heard with every note. An
accomplished musician, he plays piano in the main hospital
lobby each month. He is also an author and lives in Palmyra,
Pa.

Preludes in the Tree House Café
6:00 pm

Mary-Kate Spring Lee

Mary-Kate Spring Lee is an award-winning harpist from
Hummelstown, Pa. Besides releasing multiple recordings both
as a solo artist and with her band Seasons, Mary-Kate is an
active musician in the Center Stage Program at the Milton S.
Hershey Medical Center.

Visual Artwork

Elizabeth Gawron

Elizabeth, a Hershey, Pa, native, returns this year to paint
throughout the night, creating a beautiful work of art right
before our eyes. She is inspired by the voices, songs, words
and performances of our participants, using that inspiration to
make a one-of-a-kind visual artwork.

Elizabeth earned her bachelor’'s degree in art education from
Kutztown University in 2016. Since then, she has embraced
teaching in alternative settings, including Montessori schools
and community organizations.



Welcome & Remarks

Lisa Braccini-Barletta
Peace Tree Chair, Past President, AFF
Director of Pharmacy, Outpatient Services

Don McKenna, President
Penn State Health Milton S. Hershey Medical Center

Mr. McKenna joined Penn State Health in 2020. He focuses on
operational and financial management, strengthening
relationships with key stakeholders, optimizing the patient
experience, promoting a culture of safety and guiding teams
through the evolving health care landscape. He also works
closely with Penn State College of Medicine leadership to
support the expansion of the College’s educational and
research initiatives across Milton S. Hershey Medical Center
and the broader Penn State Health system.

Kathleen Rizzo, RN, BSN
Clinical Coordinator, Palliative Care Program

Kathleen has been an oncology nurse for 37 years. She joined
the palliative care team in February 2025 and is excited to be
a part of tonight's program.

“I've learned that people will forget what you said,
people will forget what you did, but people will
never forget how you made them feel.”
Maya Angelou

Reflections
Please join us in lighting your candles.
Rev. David B. Simmons, Director of Pastoral Services

“The Prayer” by David Foster, Carole Bayer Sager, Tony Renis
and Alberto Testa



Program
Rebekah Myler

Rebekah and her family moved to Hershey eight years ago
when her husband joined the Department of Anesthesia staff.
She has taken voice lessons throughout her education, and
most recently studied privately with James Martin of Dickinson
College. She is a mother of four and a science teacher to
over 80 seventh graders. As a Christian, mother and teacher,
she believes in promoting peaceful interactions.

“Do You Know Little One” - English translation by Wendy Ulrich; music from
New World Symphony by Antonin Dvorak; original French lyrics by Comite’
linguistique frangais de |'Eglise de Jésus-Christ des Saints des Derniers
Jours.

Pennsylvania Ballet Academy (PBA)

Led by artistic director Vanessa Zahorian, former principal
dancer with the San Francisco Ballet, the PBA was founded in
2017 and is in Camp Hill. PBA provides professional classical
ballet instruction that leads students to pursue their passion,
develop their confidence and discover their artistry in dance.

“Fui Asi” by Hector Cerna, performed by Marisol Hess
“Closure” by Hector Cerna, performed by Lydia Findlay

Lucy Trout

Lucy is excited to be performing at Peace Tree for the third
year. A junior at Hershey High School, she has been
performing for nearly all her life. Recently, she had the honor
of performing in the town squares of both Hershey and
Hummelstown and was selected for the youth showcase by the
Central Pennsylvania Music Hall of Fame. She enjoys playing
modern pop and acoustic songs.

“Evermore” and “Daylight” by Taylor Swift
Steve Mancuso

Playing the accordion is mostly a private hobby for Steve, but
occasionally he takes his accordion out of the house to play
for others at events like this one.

“Fracanapa” and “Chanson De La Naissance” by Astor Piazzolla
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Anthony Haubert

Anthony has been active in the greater Harrisburg music scene
for over 25 years. He performs piano solos and plays in duos,
trios and quartets, and also serves as music director for the
Hershey Apollo Awards.

Reneé Strange

Reneé works as an administrative associate for the Clinical
Documentation Integrity Department at Penn State Health.
She is a graduate of Penn State University, where she
received her BS in vocal performance. She has performed with
several choirs in the Washington, D.C. area, including the Paul
Hill Chorale, and locally with the Susquehanna Chorale,
Hershey Community Chorus, and currently, Voices of the
Valley. She also participates in her church choir and as a
soloist at Colonial Park United Church of Christ. Reneé is truly
honored to participate in this year’'s Peace Tree event.

Amy Lambert

Amy is grateful to be a part of this amazing event. Singing
has been a very big part of her life since the age of four.
Having studied voice for many years, she earned an associate
degree in theatre and vocal performance and has gone on to
sing for many local organizations. Singing the national
anthem for the Hershey Bears since 1999 has been one of her
biggest honors. She has also been involved with the Hershey
Community Theatre and Harrisburg Community Theatre, and
was fortunate to have a small role in the film Girl Interrupted.

uI

Know Him So Well” from Chess (duet by Amy and Reneé) by Benny
Andersson, Bjérn Ulvaeus and Tim Rice

“Thank you for the Music” from Mamma Mia (Reneé) by Catherine Johnson,
Benny Andersson and Bjorn Ulvaeus

“Someone Like You” from Jekyll and Hyde by Frank Wildhorn and Leslie
Bricusse

“Hope is being able to see that there is light
despite the darkness.”
Desmond Tutu



Lighting of the Peace Tree

Group Sing Along

Established in 1987, the Peace Tree Lighting Ceremony has
become a cherished tradition symbolizing peace, hope, unity,
joy and love, offering an opportunity to honor and remember
the life of a loved one or a friend, as well as to recognize
special people in our lives by making a gift. Each person or
their family so honored receives an announcement by mail
that a light has been sponsored in his or her name. In addition
to recognizing these individuals, this evening’s program
celebrates the diversity and talents of our medical center’s
staff and local community. The live Peace Tree, planted at the
conclusion of this event in 2022, resides in the Prayer Garden
outside the Biomedical Research Building. It will be lighted at
the conclusion of our song. A symbolic tree will also be lit in
the courtyard just outside of this room for all to enjoy
throughout the season.

“Let There Be Peace On Earth”

Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me

Let there be peace on earth
The peace that was meant to be
With God as our Father
Brothers all are we
Let me walk with my brother in perfect harmony

Let peace begin with me
Let this be the moment now
With every step | take
Let this be my solemn vow
To take each moment
And live each moment
With peace eternally
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me



Thank You

Thank you to those who helped make this event possible:

Penn State Health Milton S. Hershey Medical Center Leadership
Peace Tree Chair, Lisa Braccini-Barletta

Penn State University Office of Development & Alumni Relations
Association of Faculty and Friends, Volunteers

Penn State Health Events Manager, Leslie Einhorn Ravitz

Dr. David Simmons

Kathleen Rizzo

Penn State Health Grounds & Facilities, Steve Furmanski & Team
Penn State Health Sign and Print Shop

Elizabeth Gawron

Blooms by Vickrey

Michael Marini

Penn State Health Sodexo, Alisha Bird

PSHCOM Center Stage Players

Special thanks to all of tonight’s performers who shared their
time and talents with us to make this evening special, and to
our sponsors for their generous support of the Palliative Care
Program.

May your holiday season be filled with peace and joy ...
thank you!
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In Memory Of

Brooks Argento by Alicia Schulz

John Atila by Alicia Schulz

Victor Baerg by Mary Louise Baerg

Jafar (Parviz) Bardikalaie by Behjat Noori

Philip & Julie Barletta by Eileen & Patrick Cawley
Philip T. Barletta by Ben & Lisa Barletta

Debby Betley by Esther & Frank Betley

Edward & Mae Bradley by Rebecca Jenkins & Michael Toth
Michael Brown by Lawrie Romberger

Mildred Bryant by Candyce Greene

Robert Esau Bryant by Candyce Greene

Robert Bryant Jr. by Candyce Greene

Stanley Bryja by Rebecca Jenkins & Michael Toth
James R. Buchanan by Robin Welte

Genevieve Buragino by Teresa Ganse

Joseph Burger by Anita & Lamar Ekbladh

Cynthia "Cindy" Burke by Scott, Patty, Ashten & Jordan Jones
George Carmickle by Alice Anne Loych

Elsie Caton by Anita & Lamar Ekbladh

Pat & Barbara Cawley by Eileen & Patrick Cawley
Richard & Rosalie Ceselsky by Eileen & Patrick Cawley
Jay C. Chamberlin by Ellen Stoute

Hsing-Hua Chen by Ingrid C. Fan

Richard Comiskey by Judy & Peter Dillon

Joe Conner by Anita & Lamar Ekbladh

Sharon Costigan by LJ Van Scoy & Emily Wasserman
Dr. Richard Courtney by Diana Courtney

Grandma Cowan by The Kraschnewski/Cowan Family
Betty Creamer by Alice Anne Loych

Charlie Davis by Chip & DeFord Davis

Mary Dearden by Pamela Feeney

William Dearden by Pamela Feeney

Tom Delisa by Anne Delisa

Harry and Ann Dillon Jr. by Harry Dillon

Karen Dimartile by Shannon, John & Torrey Urich
Magi Dran by Geralyn Umstead Singer

Dr. Robert Dye by Elaine Dye

June Eby Herr by William & Carol Sponaugle

Susan Enck by Lorna Davis

Evelyn by Leslie Parent

John & Kathryn Farren by Rebecca Jenkins & Michael Toth



In Memory Of

Vincenzo Fazzolari by Maria Hamilton

Phil Feather by Alice Anne Loych

Francisca by The Mets Family

Elmer Fretz by John DeRosier

GG by Sarah Horvath

Chris Gibbons by Jaque & John Repke

Grandma by Lindsey W.

Jeff Hahn by Alicia Schulz

Rob Hamilton by Maria Hamilton

Terry G. Haug by Andrea Haug

Dr. Robert Emmett Haughey, Jr. by Allison Kulp

Jan Herbst by Jade Honey

Frederick Hershey, MD by Donald & Cathy Martin
Edward R. Hoffman by Tammy O'Donnell

John B. Hopfl by Lynne Hopfl

Walter S. Hostetter Sr. by Keshia Punugula

Victoria Love Houston by Abigail Strike

Patricia Hunsinger by Nathan Hunsinger

Robert C. Huntzinger & Grace M. (Huntzinger) Wedde by Rose
Huntzinger

James & Jean Hurst by Thomas & Linda Masters
Grandma & Grandpa Hyatt by The Kraschnewski/Cowan Family
Ethan Steele Infanti by Ellen Stoute

Ann Marie Jallon by Judy & Peter Dillon

George & Eleanor Jenkins by Rebecca Jenkins & Michael Toth
Kristine Jenkins Ward by Rebecca Jenkins & Michael Toth
Tim Johnson, MD by Jaque & John Repke

Marty Jones by Anita & Lamar Ekbladh

Angel Karayan by Ellen Stoute

Colleen Kenney by Mary Louise Baerg

Janet Kern by Mary Louise Baerg

Heather Kohler by Emily & Esteban Vargas

Grandma & Grandpa Kraschnewski by The Kraschnewski/Cowan Family
Steve Kreamer by Alice Anne Loych

Veronica Krisay by Rebecca Jenkins & Michael Toth

Sr. Virginia Lacker by Robin Anderson

Michael Lardieri by Lynne Hopfl

Nancy Lebo by Joanne Kleinfelter

E. Carwile LeRoy Sr. by Chip & DeFord Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Roy Long Jr by Diane Long

Niles C. Long Il by Diane Long

David Loych by Alice Anne Loych



In Memory Of

Esther Lunglhofer by Lynne Hopfl

Lionel MacDonald by Ellen Mullady

Christopher Marcocci by Maria Hamilton

Elizabeth Martin by Donald & Cathy Martin

James Martin by Donald & Cathy Martin

Stephen C. Martin by Nicole Gianfagna

Dr. Moe Mazaheri by Behjat Noori

Ed McKinney Sr. (Dad) by Emily & Esteban Vargas
Marilyn Mease by Donald & Cathy Martin

Charles Mease by Donald & Cathy Martin

Christine Miller by Ann Schupper

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Montgomery by Anita & Lamar Ekbladh
Dr. Rodrigue Mortel by Cecile Mortel

Rod Moyer by Danielle Moyer

Jack Murphy by Anita & Lamar Ekbladh

Darlene Myers by Gina Livingston

Nolan E. Myers by Bradley Mikitko

Robert E. Nein Jr. by Harry Dillon

Dr. Soroush Noori by Behjat Noori

James O'Brien by Mary Louise Baerg

Debbie O'Cathey by Geralyn Umstead Singer

Oma by The Mets Family

Opa by The Mets Family

Oupapa by The Mets Family

Our Parents (Lewis, Eleanor, Louis, Josephine) by Dr. Tim & Cindy Wolfe
Dr. Margaret & David Peaslee by Dr. Martha Peaslee Levine
Wynell Perkins by Stephen & Patricia Deutsch

Shirley Prendergast by Lynne Hopfl

Gerald Pronko by Eileen & Patrick Cawley

Gary Purdue, MD by Donald & Cathy Martin

Peggy, Elden & Tom Rasmussen by Jaque & John Repke
Cindy L. Ream by Shelbie Dearolf

Rosa Reigle by Russell Reigle

Rose Repke by Jaque & John Repke

Betsy Richards by Alicia Schulz

Louis & Sylvia Rigberg by Corey & Betty Rigberg
Catherine & Bill Robinson by Mary Louise Baerg
Nancy Recupero by Ben & Lisa Barletta

Sandy by The Mets Family

Susan Sauder by Sherry Booher

E. Emanuel Scharpf by Paula & Urs Leuenberger
Emanuel & Dian Scharpf by Renee & Shannon Strange
Kathryn Seibert by Jessica Jasitt



In Memory Of

Scott Shearer by Laurie Shearer

Leonard L. Shelton by Sherry Carter

Donna Shultz, MD by Donald & Cathy Martin

Stefan Skielnik by Anita & Lamar Ekbladh

Gerald C. Smith by Geralyn Umstead Singer

Gerald C. Smith by Rose Marie Smith

Tamma Snyder by Sylvia Brosey

Lewis R. & Beverly R. Spencer by Jeff & Tracy Spencer Miller
Sandra Spoljaric by Joy Trout

Grace Sponaugle by William & Carol Sponaugle

Charles Patrick Strange by Renee & Shannon Strange
Carol Sue Strencosky by Lisa & Ben Barletta

Amy Sweitzer by Heather Fanus

Peter Czuday by Donna Czuday

Esmaeil Talebi by Behjat Noori

Charles & Xenia Tangalakis by Corey & Betty Rigberg
Keith Thomas by Breanda Thomas & Family

Albert Toth by Rebecca Jenkins & Michael Toth

Charles & Margerat Toth by Rebecca Jenkins & Michael Toth
Edward Joseph Toth by Rebecca Jenkins & Michael Toth
Janet Toth by Rebecca Jenkins & Michael Toth

Michael & Katherine Toth by Rebecca Jenkins & Michael Toth
Tony Tumolo by Jenny Zimmerman

Leonara Washington, Jr. by Albertine P. Washington

Mary Jane Wehibe by Dept. of Pharmacy Services

Mary Jane Wehibe by Friends of Shawle Wehibe, Pharmacy
Mary Jane Wehibe by Ben & Lisa Barletta

Jane Welker by The Haines Family

Steve Wiley by Ben & Lisa Barletta

Mike Woerner by Dr. Tim & Cindy Wolfe

Anita Bethea Woodruff by Candyce Greene

Marguerite Woodruff by Candyce Greene

Matthew Yantis by Anita & Lamar Ekbladh

Joyce Yeager by Andrea Layton

Dr. Vivian Yenika-Agbaw by Tyler, Joy & Carter Boudreau
Shari Zeiders by Susan J. Weaver
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In Honor Of

AFF Palliative Care Initiative Volunteers by Behjat Noori

All AFF Past Presidents by Behjat Noori

All Our Hopper/Guiney Veterans by Kenneth & Margaret Hopper
Lisa Barletta by Kelly Altland

Lisa & Ben Barletta by Eileen & Patrick Cawley

JoAnn Braccini by Eileen & Patrick Cawley

Lisa Braccini Barletta by Behjat Noori

Heather Costigan by LJ Van Scoy & Emily Wasserman

Joy Deck by Jamie Cecil

Judy Dillon by Kelly Altland

Anita & Lamar Ekbladh by Debra & Joel Sorosky

Erik Hartman, MD by Donald & Cathy Martin

Dr. Eileen Hennrikus by The 5 Hennrikus children

Mary Henry by Association of Faculty and Friends

Jade Honey by Kelly Altland

Rick & Mimi Legro by Debra & Joel Sorosky

Stacy Nace by Ben & Lisa Barletta

Our Families by Dr. J.O. and Gretchen Ballard

Palliative Care Team at Hershey Medical Center by Behjat Noori
Jaque & John Repke by Debra & Joel Sorosky

Shelly & Mark Shahin by Debra & Joel Sorosky

The Palestinian Healthcare Workers by lkram Mezghani

The Palliative Care Team and Volunteers by Kristina Newport
Cory Weaver by Susan J. Weaver

Doug Wilhite by Ben & Lisa Barletta

Thomas Graham Williams by Amy Morton

Susan Winter by Taylor Mancini

PennState Health
Milton S. Hershey

Medical Center




